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Concept Note: 2025 ATUPA International Conference

Background and Rationale

The African continent faces both remarkable opportunities and significant
challenges in its quest for socio-economic transformation and sustainable
development. The African Union’s Agenda 2063 sets forth a bold vision for
a prosperous, integrated, and peaceful Africa, with Technical and
Vocational Education and Training (TVET) playing a crucial role in
equipping young Africans with the skills needed for job creation,
innovation, and competitive advantage. Amid the rapid technological
advancements of Industry 4.0 and the global shift toward green and digital
economies, the importance of a robust, adaptable, and inclusive TVET
system has never been more evident.

As Africa’s youth population grows, the demand for relevant, quality
education and employment opportunities is becoming more urgent. TVET
has the potential to bridge the gap between education and the labor
market, offering young people the practical skills, technological literacy,
and entrepreneurial competencies they need to thrive. The ATUPA
international conference, hosted by the University of South Africa (UNISA)
in Durban, South Africa, will explore how TVET can be leveraged to drive
sustainable development, foster economic integration, and respond to the
demands of Industry 4.0. Stakeholders from across Africa and beyond will
converge to share insights, innovative strategies, and actionable

frameworks that can advance Africa’s TVET agenda and transform lives.




Concept Note: 2025 ATUPA International Conference

Objectives
The conference is designed to support the African Union’s TVET
Development Framework by:
1.Exploring innovative practices in TVET that support sustainable
development and inclusive growth in African economies.
2.Empowering African youth with the skills, resilience, and
entrepreneurial competencies needed to lead Africa’s transformation.
3.Advancing economic integration through harmonized TVET standards,
facilitating mobility and employment across Africa.
4.Preparing TVET institutions to meet the challenges and seize the
opportunities of Industry 4.0, including digitalization, automation, and
green technology.

Conference Themes and Focus Areas

This year’s theme, "Empowering Africa through TVET: Driving Sustainable
Development, Youth Empowerment, and Economic Integration in the Era
of Industry 4.0", will provide the framework for discussions and
engagements centered around the evolving needs of Africa’s workforce.
This conference will cover four key domains: Sustainable Development,
Youth Empowerment, Economic Integration, and Industry 4.0 Readiness.
The overarching theme will be explored through dedicated sub-themes for

paper presentations, panel discussions, and keynote addresses.
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Sub-Themes for Paper Presentations
These research-driven sub-themes will foster scholarly contributions and
explore practical insights and innovative solutions to advance Africa’s
TVET systems.

1. TVET and Environmental Sustainability:

Papers under this sub-theme will explore how TVET can contribute to
Africa’s environmental goals. Topics might include green skills
development, sustainable practices in training programs, resource
management, and initiatives in renewable energy training. Emphasis will be
placed on how TVET can be a driver of Africa’s green economy by
equipping learners with the skills to work in sustainable industries.

2. Empowering Youth through Entrepreneurship and Digital Skills:
With Africa’s youth at the heart of its transformation, this sub-theme will
focus on the integration of entrepreneurial and digital skills in TVET
curricula. Papers will examine how TVET programs can support youth
empowerment through entrepreneurship training, digital literacy, and
resilience to adapt to new technologies, ultimately creating self-
employment and sustainable livelihoods.

3. Bridging the Industry-Skills Gap:
This sub-theme invites research on aligning TVET curricula with labor
market needs, addressing gaps in skills that impede economic growth.
Papers will explore collaborations with industry, the role of
apprenticeships, and sector-specific skills training that prepares graduates

to excel in areas critical to Africa’s economic development.
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4. Promoting Inclusive TVET Education:
Inclusivity is essential for a fair and equitable Africa. Research under this
sub-theme will focus on policies and practices that ensure access to TVET
for marginalized groups, including women, people with disabilities, and
rural communities. Papers will explore models of inclusive education,
barriers to participation, and successful case studies from across the

continent.

Sub-Themes for Panel Discussions

Panel discussions will bring together policymakers, industry experts,
educators, and researchers to exchange ideas and develop actionable
strategies for ATUPA’s objectives.
1. Strengthening Public-Private Partnerships in TVET:

Public-private partnerships are essential to building resilient TVET
systems. This panel will discuss strategies for collaboration between
governments, the private sector, and educational institutions, focusing on
enhancing relevance, funding, and practical training opportunities for
students.

2. Regional Integration through Harmonized TVET Standards:
To promote economic integration, Africa needs harmonized TVET
standards. This discussion will examine frameworks for creating shared
qualifications and certifications that facilitate cross-border employment,

skill recognition, and workforce mobility within Africa.
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3. Digital Transformation in TVET Institutions:
Industry 4.0 technologies are reshaping economies globally, and Africa’s
TVET institutions must adapt to remain relevant. This panel will focus on
the adoption of digital tools, e-learning platforms, and smart technologies,
discussing strategies for integration and addressing the challenges that
institutions may face.

4. Policy and Regulatory Frameworks for TVET Development:
Effective policy and regulatory frameworks are crucial to the growth of
TVET systems. Panelists will discuss policy innovations, funding
mechanisms, and best practices in regulation that can support TVET
expansion, quality, and alignment with economic demands.

5. Enhancing Gender Inclusion through TVET for Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs):
This panel will address how TVET contributes to the United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly those related to
quality education, decent work, and economic growth. Panelists will share
success stories and discuss the challenges of aligning TVET with these
global objectives.

Sub-Themes for Keynote Speeches
Keynote addresses will set the stage for the conference, offering thought-
provoking insights and inspiring calls to action for the role of TVET in

Africa’s development.
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1. Industry 4.0 and the Future of Work in Africa:
This address will explore the impact of Industry 4.0 on Africa’s labor
market and the importance of preparing TVET students for a
technologically advanced future. The speaker will discuss emerging trends
such as automation, Al, and digitalization, and the implications for skills
development.

2. Unlocking Africa’s Potential through Youth Skills Development:
Emphasizing the need to harness Africa’s demographic dividend, this
keynote will discuss how youth-centered skills development can catalyze
economic growth. It will highlight strategies for equipping young Africans
with skills to address current employment gaps and foster economic self-
sufficiency.

3. Fostering Economic Integration through TVET:
This address will focus on TVET’s role in supporting Africa’s economic
integration agenda. The speaker will discuss how harmonized training
standards, shared certification systems, and mobility frameworks can
accelerate economic unity and inter-regional collaboration.

4. Innovative TVET Models for Sustainable Development:
The address will feature examples of successful TVET models from Africa
and beyond that emphasize sustainable growth and environmental
responsibility. It will highlight how these models can be adapted and

implemented within Africa to promote sustainable development.
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5. Public-Private Cooperation for an Inclusive TVET System:
This keynote will underscore the role of public-private partnerships in
building an inclusive and accessible TVET system. The speaker will discuss
how these partnerships can address funding gaps, provide training
resources, and create opportunities for marginalized communities.

Expected Outcomes

1. Strategic Alignment with Africa’s TVET Agenda:
The conference will strengthen ATUPA’s commitment to Africa’s TVET
Development Framework, aligning regional objectives with Agenda 2063 and the
UN’s Sustainable Development Goals.

2. Actionable Recommendations for TVET Policy and Practice:
Through collaborative discussions, the conference will produce a set of
recommendations to guide policymakers and educators in advancing TVET,
particularly in the areas of inclusivity, innovation, and environmental
responsibility.

3. Enhanced Public-Private Partnerships:
The conference will facilitate new partnerships between governments, industry,
and educational institutions, providing a foundation for sustained support and
development of TVET in Africa.

4. A Roadmap for TVET Adaptation to Industry 4.0:
Participants will gain insights into the steps required to integrate Industry 4.0
technologies and skills into TVET systems, ensuring African graduates are
equipped for future demands.
5. Empowered Youth and Sustainable Development Initiatives:
With a strong focus on youth empowerment, the conference will contribute to
creating a skilled and resilient workforce that can lead Africa’s development

agenda.




Concept Note: 2025 ATUPA International Conference

5. Public-Private Cooperation for an Inclusive TVET System:
This keynote will underscore the role of public-private partnerships in
building an inclusive and accessible TVET system. The speaker will discuss
how these partnerships can address funding gaps, provide training
resources, and create opportunities for marginalized communities.

Expected Outcomes

1. Strategic Alignment with Africa’s TVET Agenda:
The conference will strengthen ATUPA’s commitment to Africa’s TVET
Development Framework, aligning regional objectives with Agenda 2063 and the
UN’s Sustainable Development Goals.

2. Actionable Recommendations for TVET Policy and Practice:
Through collaborative discussions, the conference will produce a set of
recommendations to guide policymakers and educators in advancing TVET,
particularly in the areas of inclusivity, innovation, and environmental
responsibility.

3. Enhanced Public-Private Partnerships:
The conference will facilitate new partnerships between governments, industry,
and educational institutions, providing a foundation for sustained support and
development of TVET in Africa.

4. A Roadmap for TVET Adaptation to Industry 4.0:
Participants will gain insights into the steps required to integrate Industry 4.0
technologies and skills into TVET systems, ensuring African graduates are
equipped for future demands.
5. Empowered Youth and Sustainable Development Initiatives:
With a strong focus on youth empowerment, the conference will contribute to
creating a skilled and resilient workforce that can lead Africa’s development
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Conclusion

The ATUPA 2025 International Conference will serve as a critical platform
for realizing Africa’s vision for a prosperous, integrated, and sustainable
future. By focusing on sustainable development, economic integration,
youth empowerment, and Industry 4.0 readiness, the conference will
provide actionable solutions that can drive transformation in Africa’s TVET
landscape. This gathering represents a collective effort to empower
African youth, elevate African economies, and position the continent as a

leader in sustainable development.




